
Epilepsy syndromes
with childhood onset

(age 2-12 years)

Self-limited
focal epilepsies

Genetic
generalized

epilepsy
syndromes

Developmental
and/or epileptic

encephalopathies
(DEE)

Group 1:

Remission

expected in all
cases

Group 2:

Remission is
highly likely.

Self-limited
epilepsy with

centrotemporal spikes
EEG: Centrotemporal

spikes

Self-limited
epilepsy with

autonomic features
EEG: Multifocal high

voltage spike


Childhood occipital
visual epilepsy


EEG: Occipital spikes,
fixation-off sensitivity.


Photosensitive
occipital lobe

epilepsy

EEG: Occipital

spikes

Age range: 1-14 years
(usual 3-6 years)

Age range: 3-7 years
(peak 7 years) Age range: 1-19 years,

(usual 8-9 years)
Age range: 1-50 years (usually

4-17 years, mean=11 years)

Epilepsy with eyelid
myoclonia


EEG: Fast (3-6Hz)
generalized

polyspikes (eye
closure)

Epilepsy with
myoclonic absence


EEG: 3 Hz
generalized

spike/polyspikes

Childhood
absence epilepsy

EEG: Generalized
spike-wave at 2.5-
3.5 Hz frequency

Age range: 2-13
years (peak 4-10

years)

Age range 2-14
years (peak 6-8

years)

Age range 1-12
years (peak 7

years)

Age range 6
months-8 years

(typically 2-6 years)

DEE and Epileptic
encephalopathy
with spike-and-

wave activation in
sleep (SWAS)


EEG: Slow spike
and wave

abnormalities in
sleep

Epilepsy with
myoclonic-atonic

seizures

EEG: Generalized
2-6 Hz spike-wave

Lennox–Gastaut
syndrome

EEG: diffuse slow
spike-and-wave and

generalized
paroxysmal fast
activity in sleep


Hemiconvulsion-
hemiplegia-

epilepsy
syndrome

EEG: Background
slowing and

focal/multifocal
abnormalities in

affected
hemisphere

Onset at age <
18 years

Age range 2 and 12
years (peak=4-5

years)

Febrile infection
related epilepsy

syndrome
EEG:

Background
slowing and

mutifocal
epileptiform

abnormalities 

Age range: 2-17
years (mean=8

years)

Onset typically
at age< 4 years
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