
 
Large-Artery 
Atherosclerosis 

Stroke of Other 
Determined Etiology 

Small-Vessel 
Occlusion 

Cryptogenic Cardioembolism 

➢ ICA 
➢ PCA 
➢ MCA 
➢ ACA 
➢ VBA 

➢ LACUNAR 
• Pure Motor 

• Pure Sensory 

• Sensori-
motor 

• Ataxic 
hemiparesis 

➢ HIGH RISK 
• Prosthetic Heart 

Valve 

• Atrial Fib/Flutter 

• Left Atrial 
thrombus 

• MI < 4 weeks 

• Atrial Myxoma 

• Infective 
endocarditis 

➢ MEDIUM RISK 
• PFO 

• Mitral annular 
calcification 

• MI >4 weeks 

➢ THROMBOGENIC 
• Thrombophilias : 
- Protein C & S 

deficiency  
- Factor V leiden 

mutation 
- APLA syndrome 

• Arteritis  

• Vasculitis : Primary 
vs Secondary 

• Drugs : OCP’s 

• Cancers : RCC 

➢ Embolic Stroke 
of Unknown 
Origin 
(ESUS) 
 
A. 2 or more 

causes 
identified 

B. Negative  
Evaluation 

C. Incomplete 
Evaluation  

 

Flow Chart by: 
Dr Meher Chahal 
Dr Neha Sharma 
 
Houston Medical Clerkship 

Abbreviations: 
MCA – Middle Cerebral Artery 
ICA – Internal Carotid Artery 
PCA – Posterior Cerebral Artery 
ACA – Anterior Cerebral Artery 
VBA – Vertebral-Basilar Artery 
PFO – Patent Foramen Ovale 
APLA – Anti-Phospholipid antibody 
OCP – Oral Contraceptive pill 
RCC – Renal Cell Carcinoma 

 


