
 

 

 

 

 

Thalamic syndromes

Thalamic 
amnesia

Mostly caused 
by a stroke 

involving AN 
or DM nuclei.

Can present 
similar to 
Korsakoff 
syndrome. 

Thalamic pain 
syndrome

Mostly after a 
stroke on the 

right thalamus.

Contralateral 
burning and 

tingling, 
preceeded by 

numbness.

Thalamic aphasia

Left sided 
lesion in 

pulvinar -
fluent aphasia

Left sided 
lesion in 

ventral and 
medial nuclei -

non fluent 
aphasia

Thalamic 
astasia

Gait instability 
without 

sensory or 
motor deficits

Thalamic 
chronotaraxis

Lesion in 
mediodorsal 

nucleus.

Isolated time 
disorientation.

Thalamic 
esotropia

Acute esotropia, 
stupor, and 

impaired upward 
gaze.

Thalamic dementia

Degeneration of 
the dorsal and 

medial thalamic 
nuclei.

Secondary to 
bilateral 

paramedial 
thalamic infarcts

Fatal familial 
insomnia

progressive 
insomnia with loss 

of circadian 
rhythm.

Associated other 
neurologica issues 
(e.g. psychiatric, 

autonomic, visual)

Coma vigil 
/Akinetic 
mutism

Bilateral 
thlamic 
lesions -
Artery of 
Percheron
Infarction

Hemieglect / 
Alien Hand

Right sided 
pulvinar 
lesion 

AN – Anterior nucleus 

DM – Dorsomedial nucleus 

Ibrahim Alkhodair – July 2021 


