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*SN – substantia nigra 

* DMN – dorsal medial nucleus 

*GCRN – gigantocellular reticular nucleus 

*LC – locus ceruleus 

Braak Stages of 
Parkinson's Disease

Stage I

α-synuclein 
deposits

anterior Olfactory 
nucleus

DMN of Vagus nerve

Stage II

α-synuclein > 
lewy bodies

raphe nuclei, 
GCRN

LC, Pontine 
tegmentum 

Stage III

Lewy bodies

Substantia Nigra, 
pars compacta

Basal nucleus of 
Myenert

Stage IV

DA neuron 
destruction

Mesocortex, 
Allocortex

Amygdala, Subnuclei 
of Thalamus

Stage V

Neocortex

Frontal, Temporal, 
Parietal lobes

Cell death (SN, DMN 
Vagus, GCRN, LC)

Stage VI

Full Neocortex

Motor & Sensory 
regions


